preservation.
Among these Transactions, those of the French Academy of Medicine scarcely, in our opinion, holds so high a place as might have been expected from the official publication of so renowned a body; and certainly, whether viewed in relation to their practical utility, scientific value, or the important improvements they have heralded to the world, are considerably inferior to those of our Medico-Chirurgical Society. It is to be observed, however, that besides its Transactions, the Academy publishes an official Bulletin of its weekly meetings, in which detailed and corrected reports of all papers read, and of the reports and discussions these give rise to, are contained.
The reports, indeed, usually confided to men of great eminence in the branch of knowledge to which the communication relates, are often of high value and interest; and it has not unfrequently happened that papers of very poor pretensions have given rise to most admirable reports and animated discussions, in which the leading men have taken their full share. This is a practice we think might be beneficially imitated in this country. At present we have at the Royal Society reports without discussions, and at the Medico-Chirurgical Society discussions without re- ports. The consequence is, that while in the former body the grounds of the report are insufficiently sifted, in the latter the discussion is often of the most trivial and conversational character, if indeed it can be called discussion at all. What else, indeed, could be expected from extempore remarks on a paper read in an abbreviated form, and often only imperfectly heard.
If, however, it were confided to the leisurely consideration of a well qualified reporter, its merits and demerits might be thoroughly ex- amined in relation to the present state of knowledge upon the subject.
The conclusions the reporter came to would form a subject of profitable Reviews. [Jan.
discussion, in which the most eminent members of the Society would probably join, especially if their consideration were adjourned, as is often the case at Paris, to the meeting after that at which they had been stated. Moreover, the amaurosis met with in diabetic patients, disappears under suitable hygienic measures, without any special action upon the nervous system being resorted to. Still it is to be remembered that in bad cases of glucosuria a decided affection of the medulla spinalis, attended with paraplegia, exists; but although, in some cases, this possibly may be a primary cause of the disease, in others it is inadmissible. Indeed, in M.
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